PRETENTIONS, made by allo Dat. 
ting Brethren, Many REMAININ G 
Tile or Right to the preſent ai 
Excerciſe a. the Keys of the King- 
dom © of Heaven: : 5 Wherein the - 3 

Groundlefliteſs and e . hel - 
Pretentions are . A © B42 


BEING © 


An ArvznDIx to the Winne * I 
the Proceedings of the Aſſociate Synod, met. 
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HE fo ug k W having 
been prepared, for being publiſhed a- 


long with the late Vindication of the Pro- 


2 7 of the Aſeciate Synod ; it was then 


laid aſide, in view of the Subject which it. 


handles, coming to be mare largely conſidered 
in the Detection then advertiſed : But, as 
the finiſhing of that Detection, through vo- 


rious Inci dents, has not been hitherto over- 


ae ;" it 18 thought neceſſary that the fel. 


Examination be in the mean Tine 
par Wd = without furs 
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HE Sparating Brethren are ſo far from 
relenting, that they are evidently pro-; 
ceeding in their Defection with an hig 
Hand. It has been proved, in the 
Vindication of the Sy nod's Proceedings, 
that they ha ve, by their ſinful and arbitrary Con- 
duct, diveſted themſelves of their Miniſterial po vo. 
ers, as to any preſent actual Exerciſe of them; and 
that they have brought this about, by aſſuming to 
themſelves Powers of rheir own, noway derived 
from Chriſt the alone Fountain of all Church-Pow- 
er; which is manifeſt from this one Conſideration, ' 
that they have employ'd theſe Powers againſt Chriſt, © 
and for burying his Cauſe and Teſtimony, as ſtated © 
in this Day of Backſliding and Deſection from R- 
formation formerly attained unto. But they are go= * ⁵ 
ing on in their aſſuming Way: And ſeeing, as hass 
been made good, that they, have dropt the Cauſe 
of Chriſt, which is inviolably connected with tage 
Honour and Glory of his Name; the Scandal and 4 
Offence they have given muſt be exceeding great, 
in the ſinfuf, bold and audacious Step they have 
taken, of pretending to conſtitute in his Name © - | 
whoſe Cauſe they have berrayed; and thus, in their 


** 
2 


late pretended Act, profaning his ſacred Name, too 
| A 
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|  patronize their Defection, and to ſcreen their own 
Name from that Infamy they have themſelves 
brought upon it. In animadverting a little upon 
this their Paper, dated at Hirling, October 29th, 
1747, I ſhall only make a Remark or two upon 
their Introduction; and then proceed to examine the v 
Reaſons which they pretend to advance againſt the Wl C 
Validity and Warrantableneſs of the Meeting of the If a 
Aſſociate Synod at Edinburgh, April roth, 174). m 
As to the Introduction, I ſhall only remark theſe il H 
few Things following; . ER 7 
In the firſt Place, they think fit to repreſent CG 
the Members of the Synod, who endeavoured to of 
maintain the Cauſe of Truth, as if they had ſepara- WW th 
ted from the Synod. But they forgot, it ſeems, that Ii tin 
which I had formerly proved, that they themſelves M 
withdrew, and /eparated themſelves, from the Cawe wh 
of Chriſt as among the Hands of the Synod : And I eve 
there being an inſeparable Connection betwixt the ur 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and the Synod conſtitute in the 
Name of Chriſt, for the Defence and Maintenance anc 
of his Cauſe, they have thus /eparared themſelves 
from the Synod ; and can not poſſibly have a pre- 
ſent actual Right to any Place in the Synod, but to 
ſtand at the Bar to anſwer for their offenſive Conduct 
and Bchaviour, And every one who is acquainted 
| with the Cauſe of Truth as ſtated at preſent, will 
 eafily obſerve and be convinced, that their extra- 
vagant Proceedings at Stirling, OFober 29th, jolt | 
ed with their former Conduct, doth make it abſo- 
Iutely neceſſary that the Synod proceed to cenſure a- 
— . them without further Delay, if they do not 
uſe the proper Means to prevent the ſame being in- 
Hulicted upon them. ; | "NE 
 '- Srondly, They next pretend that the Synod" 
| : ER Quärel 
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arrel againſt them is groundleſs : But I havepro- 17 
1 in the Vindication, Ho it is well founded, and | 


| refer to the Proof there given. 


7hirily, They pretend the Synod has changed 
their former Holding: But the Synod have ende 
voured, as J have proved, to hold faſt the whole 
Cauſe of Truth, as ſtated at this Day of Deſection; 
and the Conſtitution of the Synod includes in it no 
more but the Cauſe of Chriſt, as contained in the 
Holy Scriptures, and laid down in our approved 
Standards, and with an explicite Declaration of the 
Court's holding of Chriſt as alone King and Head 
of his Church, by ſolemnly fencing and conſtituting 
the Court in his Name with Prayer, and thus put- 
ting his Cauſe, and his Court, and the duly called 
Members thereof as Inſtruments, into his- Hand, 
who fits and rules upon the Throne of David for 
ever and ever. It is evident, from former Pa 
written upon this Subject, that the whole of the 
Cauſe of Truth, as preſently ſtated, was held faſt 
and maintained by the Synod, met April roth 17479; 
and that they declared their holding of Chriſt the 
alone King and Head of his Church, is manifeſt . 
from their conſtituting with Prayer in his Name, 
And ſince they hold faſt his whole Cauſe, it is plain 
they neither did nor could change their Holding, in 
thus conſtituting; for Chriſt's Cauſe, and the H. 
ang of him for its Defence, are infeparable. But 
the ſeparating Brethren muſt anfwer for their finful 
Preſumprion, in betraying and giving up with the 
Cauſe of Chriſt, and yet adventuring to conſtitute 
n his Name, to patrontze and cloak their own Defe- 
Mon, Thus they have taken it upon them to ſe- 
parate the Caaſe of Chriſt from the Holding in his 


Lame for its Defence, which may give great Grief mY 


of 


ol Heart 
tho! the ſepar 
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to all who love his bleſſed Name. But 

ating Brethren thruſt themſelves out of 
the Synod by the Gnfal Part they ated, yet the Sy- 
nod was (ill the ſame, and their Holding the ſame 


AT ey pretend that it was a new Con- 
t I have already ſufficiently expoſed the 


the ſame, and 1s not changed any Man- 
from what 1t Was formerly; ſo that the 


credulous ignorant Prop when 
hey talk of a 7) Canſtitution of the Synod. 


The melancholy Ruprire, which occurred in holy 
; Occaſion of the awful Part 


acted by the ſeparating Brethren, made a Change 
Circumſtances, they having brought 


there is nothing #19 28 10 the Synod, 


the Cauſe is the Jane, and the Confitution the ſam! 
All the Members 0 


—_ __ purged. 
ing more, 18 V 


2 4 * * 
* 
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A rejoice, and ad as enabled, to be thankful to 
{ the Lord, to ſee this, which is both new, humbling 
x and juſtly afflicting to the Children of Zion, hap- 
8 pily removed by a gracious divine Interpoſition, to 
the Praiſe of his Name; but whatever our Wiſhes 
are, we muſt be reſigned to the divine Will, believ- 


i ing, that what we know not now, we ſhall know 
; hlereafter. 3 1 
* I ſhall add nothing further, as to their Hutrodu- 


n. Lion, except to acknowledge, that it is above my 
at MW Comprehenſion to underſtand, upon what Account 
n- MW the {ſeparating Brethren compare themſelves to the 
es I General Afgembly 1638. I can for my Part find no 
Reſemblance in this Compariſon, ner can anyThing be 
made of it, except it be traced by the Rule of Con- 
traries; namely, that as the General Aſſembly 1638 
are famous for Reformation, ſo the ſeparating Breth- 
ten have taken, and are abſurdly puſhing on a 
Courſe, which, in the Nature of the Thing, muſt 
render them infamous for an Attempt at Deforma- 
lion: And as the General Aſſembly 1638, uſed their 
Endeavours for ſopping Deformation, by condem- = 
ing the five Articles of Perth, and other Steps of 
Detetion ; ſo they are aſſiduous in 7 a Stop 
to the Progreſs of ſome Beginnings of Reformation, , | 
n the Renewing of our Covenants: And as the 
Aſſembly 1638, were employed in explaining ort 
National Covenant, that fo > dom {worn it might be 
underſtood to adopt all attained to Reformation; and 
renounce the Corruptions introduced jnto the Church; 
lo the ſeparating Brethren have been ſtrenuouſſy con; 
ending for what is, upon the Matter, an Au mk ̃ 
ton of the whole Cauſe and Teſtimony, as it is pre. 
kntly ſtated, and is among the Hands of the wit- 
ring Synod, in a Way of Covenanting. 


 Inow 


1 now proceed, by W Achiſtance, to am 
is Reaſons they pretend to advance — the N. 
 -"bedity and Varrantablemſs of the Meeting of the 
e Synod, at Edinburgh, April 10th-1 L745, 
They have endeavoured to make up the 
of n and Force of Argument, by the Num. 
Jer of their Reaſons: And ſeeing the round Number 
Divelve has been agreeable to their Fancy; 1 ſhall Wl 
- endeavour to keep by the ſame Number in the Re- 
| Plies and Auſurs, for the Satisfaction of ſuch as WJ 7 
may be in any Danger, through Miſtake, to be en · * 
, - fnared by them. u 

And, as to their firſt Reaſon, that rhe Meeting 1 
= of Synod, April roth, was not. indicted by M. 7 

Mair Moderator : I muſt tell them, that 
as it has been already ſhown, that there was no 
new Holding nor new Conſtitution of the Synod, April 
10th; ſo they may know, there was nat fo much a 
any new Meeting of the Synod, different from the 
Meeting of the Synod April Sth, but only an 4 
Journment of the ſame Meeting of 'Sy nod ta another 
+ rt from April gth in the —— where the 

3 Brethren did unhinge the Cos as 

=” themſelves only,---by puſhing, vo ing and pretend 
ing to carry the ſecond Reſolution, by which they 
2 to bury the whole Cauſe as th 
s of the witneſſing Synod, and by which hey 
© ſucceeded i in nothing elſe, but in throwing themſels: 
out of the Synod, and in burying their own Mini 
ſterial Powers as to _—_ pray aua Exercile « 
them: I ſay, it was only an Adjcarnment of ® 
5 ag Meating of Synod RY April gth, io th 
"Evening, to another Sederunt, April roth, at Te 
. the Clock before Noon. 


The W Beethren might have bora f 0 
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z m Mr: Thomas Maire Pnorzsre In which bs 
Pe. doch declare and proteſt, That the Members of Sy- 
vod, who had been contendin againſt the Torrent 
7 of Defection, ought, in Duty to the Lord and his 
12 Heritage, to rabè up and Exerciſe the Authority and * 
n- Power of the Afſotiate ' Synod, lawfully and fully, 
devolved upon them ; nd for this End, to meet 
| 7To-morrow at Ten _— m Clock __ ——— 1 
that they might regularly enter upon and proceed n 
the Buſheſs of the Synod : And they know them 3 
ſelves, as well as many Witneſſes preſent, that all, 
who were attending upon the Synod for Bufineſs, 
were, by Word of Mouth, called to attend the 
Synod at ſaid Sderunt. They likewiſe may know, 
hat the Synod, before they parted, did proceed in 
ſome of the ordinary Buſmeſs of the Synod, parti 
cularly in appointing Miffions to London and Ireland: 
And I ſuppoſe' every Man may be convinced, at firſt 
Sight, that a Meeting intimated to be held the en- 
ſung Day, m order to 4 the Buſineſs of the 
Hnod before them at their preſent Meeting, is not 
a new Meeting of the Synod, but another Sederuns 
of the ſame Meeting of the Synotktkt. 
It has been ſhown'formerly, That the ſeparating - 
Brethren, by their arbitrary Procedure, and part icu- 
larly in voting their ſecond Reſolurion, buried, ſo 
far as they could, the whole Cauſe and, Teſtimony, i 
and that in this attempt they effectually buried their 
own Miniſterial Powers, as to any preſent aF]mllk 
Exerciſe of them. It was thereſore neceſſary hat 
the Cauſe ſhould be maintained and ſupported; te 
which was endeavoured. by a regular contending - 
dainſt the Torrent of Deletion, and in the proper 
Time taking up, for that End, that Authority and 
Power of the Aſſociate 8ynod, which the ſepafating 
Brethren had diveſted themſel ves of. Wherefore 7 
; a 8 1 
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any Member: of the Synod, concurred with by the 
E other Members jointly witneſſing with him againſt 
this Torrent of Defection, might warrantably, by 


Proteſtation in their Name, tale hold of and main- 


tain the Cayſe of Chriſt thus , praf% with, and 
of the Conſtitution 


along with the Cayſe keep hol | 
and holding of the Synod, which the ſeparating 
Brethren were laying aſide all at once, as has been 


proved here, and in the Vindication of the Synod's 
5 „ And it being only an Adjournment of 


the Synod to a Sederunt next Day, tho? not in the 
ordinary Way, as the Caſe was extraordinary, but 


= by a ſolemn Prozeſtation of theſe Members of Sy- | 
8. nod who were adhering to the Cauſe of Truth: It s 


no Way to the Purpoſe, whether the Proteſtation 
was entered by the Moderator, or any Brother with 
Concurrence of other Members of Synod, who were 
beholding with Aſtoniſhment the Conduct of the 
ſeparating Brethren, and others joining with them, 
who were then the prevailing Party. ET 


As to their 2dReaſon, that the e roth, 
5 thereaſter: 


was indicted to meet within a few Hours 
The Reply to their „irſt Reaſon is a ſufficient An- 


_ wer to this; in as much as it is ordinary to intimate 


a ſubſequent Sederunt of Synod, a few Hours after 
© | the preſent. „ 
A s to their 3d Reaſon, namely, That the Synod 
was already lawfully r wee - It is not ſaid that 
the Synod was nor lawfully conſtitute, even upon the 
ↄth Day of April, until the reading of the /econd 
Proteſt ation, wherein it was proteſted, That 5 
Meeting was not, nor ought, to be held and reputed 
d due and lawfully conſtitute Meeting of the ge 
| Synod in THAT STEP: And what was underſtoc 
by that Step, is very obvious from the Proteſtation it- 
Lelß at firſt reading of it. . 
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been formerly explained ; they did thereby overturn 7 
the Conſtitution of the Synod, ſo far as in them lay, 
and turned themſelves out from a Seat in the Synod, ' #3 
by giving up with the Teſtimony upon which the 
Synod did conſtitute; And that the prevailing 7 
Party in that Step were not a duly 3 Meeting 


of the Aſſociate Synod; and that therefore all the 3 
Pretenſions they have made fince that Step, to be A 
acknowledged as ſuch, are merely groundleſs and I 
imaginary, is very manifeſt; in as much as, it is 
altogether in vain to pretend to any Concern or Int 
reſt in the Conſtitution of the Synod, after they have 
given up with the Principles and Teſtimony upon 

which the Synod at firſt did conſtitute ; ſeeing tze 
Principles and 7eſtimony upon which the Synotl did 
conſtitute, and the Conſtitution of the Synod, are 
inſeparable, one from another. And however the 
Moderator of the Synod and the Clerk, pro rtempore, | 
were ablent at the next Kderunt of Synod in Mr. 
Gib's Houſe, they had themſelves to blame; ſeeing, 1 
in the laſt Proreſt by Mr. Thomas Mair, it was de- 

clared, that the lawful Authority and Power of tze 
Aſſociate Synod muſt ly in a conſtitute Meeting, 
mt only of ſuch Members of Synod who had been 
contending againſt the Torrent of Defection, but 
likewiſe of ſuch other Members of Synod who ſhould | 
clave unto them, in a Way of confeſſing what 100 
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that Occafion. 


0 


|» ful Steps and Compliances they had fallen into upon 


And it is well known, chat the Abſence of 16 


rator and Clerk, at any ſubſequent Sederunt of a 


Meeting of Synod, does not hinder the Synod's pro- 


ceeding to Buſineſs ; but the Brother who did 


moderate before the preſent Moderator was choſen, 
does ordinarily take the Chair at the Defire of Mem. 


bers, and conſtitute the Synod in the Moderator's . | 
Abſence ; which was the Ca/? upon the 10th of 


April, the Reverend Mr. Thomas Mair having 


_ conſtitute the Synod at the Deſire of Members: And 


the Synod being conſtitute, they continued Mr. 
Mair in the Chair; and, according to the ordinary 


Method, they appointed another to officiate as 


Clerk pro tempore in the Clerk's Abſence : From all 
which it is very evident, that the ſeparating Bre- 
thren have ſaid nothing to the Purpoſe, in what they 
pretend to amuſe People with, as to this and other 
Formalities. wr 

In their fourth Reaſon, they tell us, that Ellers are 
elected by their ſeveral ons, as Commiſſioners ta 
the Synod; and that the Elders, with whom the 
Synod did conſtitute, April roth, had no more 
Power from their Conſtituents to become Members 


of another Court, ſeparate from the former, than 


Members of a Presbyterian Synod, have Power to 
turn themſelves into a Popiſh or Prelatick one. But 
it has been ſhewn, that it was the ordinary Meeting 
of Synod, which met April oth, and another &. 


derunt of the ſamè Meeting which did meet April 8th, | 
I hope it will not be pretended thatSeſſions elect Elderi 


to every Sederunt of the ſame ordinary Meeting of 
Synod : And it is a midnight Dream for them to 
Drip to impoſe upon the common Reaſon of Man- 


ind, as if they themſelves could, poſſibly, in the 
22 | | Nature 


"0 . 


„ ß . of 


Nature of Things, 


L | 
" E , 
*+& 
> 


4 witneſſing vynod for Defence and 8 
lay, buried the Cauſe of Truth as am 
dination to the Word, but in a direct Cantradiction 


to the Word of God; and therefore their pretended 
Conſtitution is null and void in it ſelf. There is 


quite other Work laid to their Hand, according to 
tie Word, than vain Attempts to ſave their own 7 
Name and Character, by pfofaning the Name of 
God in pretended Conſtitutions of Courts; and that 
is, to humble themſelves before him, for their finful © 7 
Atterapt to enſnare the Conſeiences of the Gene: 


ration with gontradictory Oaths, and for the Allow- 
arce they pretended to give, in voting their ſecond 
Reſolution, for Seceders to renounce by Oath the Tei- 


mony and Cauſe of Truth, as ſtated at this Day. 
As for their foul and bitter Language, on this 


itcad, charging the Synod with afluming a Jordly and 
magiſterial Poawer, and comparing them to a Poprfp 


and Hrelatich Synod, to Donatiſts and Browniſts; — © 
it is plain that ſuch Language deſerves no Anſwer z - - 
and I ſhall only obſerve that they make it evident 
thereby, that they have loſt their Way at preſent; 


it being ordinary for Men that wander in a dark 


Night, and do not know where they are going, to 


fret and be out of Temper. 
next Place, that as the & 


I ſhall' remark in the 
5s had all of them 


declared their Adherence to the Act and Te Nimonx, | | 


- 


be the ordinary Meeting of Synod, 
or any Meeting of it whatſoever. For, as they ob- 
ſerve upon this Head, that all the Acts and Pro-. 
ceedings of Synod moſt run in a direct Line of Sub- 
ordination to the Word of God, otherwiſe they are, 
Ainiſters and Hlders to pretend to be conſtitute into 
of the _ 
Cauſe of Truth, after they had, ſo far as in them 
Hands, is to act, not in a direct Line of Sulur- 
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"A Do the Elders comm iſſioned from them need eded no 
mie Inſtructions to adhere unto it: Nor could the 


1 


6 
Sons, without Apoſtaſy, tho' they had returned | 
” unto them for new Commiſſions, have inſtructed 0 
them, to adhere to the /eparating Brethren, who 4 
| had betrayed the Cauſe of Truth, and buried the 1 
Tieſtimon y: = 8 
lIhbey pretend to argue in the Cloſe of this Reaſon WY , 
of theirs, as if it had been a new Conſtitution of 0 
FSFynod; becauſe, ſay they, when the Members of x 
Synod went home, they had a ſtrange Oyeſtion to B 
put to their Zlderſpips, namely, Whether they ap- o 
proved of their Conſtitution, and would fit in Seſ- ft 
jn ion in Subordination thereto? However, the Ground 
of putting any Queſtion of this Nature, was not ſe 
from their being any new Synod, or new Conſtitution, M 
which, as has been proved, was by no Means the 
Caſe : But it proceeded allenarly from the ſtrange 
and unheard of Conduct of the ſeparating Brethren, 
in uſing all their Art and Sophiſtry for a Trad of 
Time, to palliate the Sinfulneſs of that Practice in 
Sceders, who had or ſhould enter into the Bond teſti- 
fying againſt the publick Defections and Corruptions 
of the Day, to ſwear likewiſe the religious Clauſe 
of ſome Burgeſs-oaths approving the ſame : And it 
proceeded from their ſtrange and abſurd Conduct, 
in that, after they had by their /econd [Re/olurion 
voted the whole Cauſe of Truth, as ſtated at this 
Day, out of the Synod, they had yet the amazing 
Confidence, to pretend to be the Synod. Thus their 
Conduct, with the Regard many of the People had 
to the Perſons of ſome of them, was the Occafion 
of throwing a great many of the People, _ 
different Corners, into Confufion : And it was 
leſs ſtrange, that many of the People were at a Loſs 
what to think, or do, when ſuch a ſtrange Part was 
ated by Miniſters of whom quite other Things 
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were expected: It was therefore nec 
Members of the ynod ſhould uſe the proper Means 


to keep their S{ſions ſtill in Adherence to the Cauſe 
of Truth, and to the Synod conſtitute, as formerly, 


for the Support of it. And if ſome were in Danger 


to turn afide, through Unacquaintedneſs with the 
State of the Affair, or through an undue Regard 4 


to the Names of ſome Men; it was neceſſary to have 


others, under Divine Conduct, fixed, and reſolutely 
cleaving to the Cauſe; which, through the Divine 
Bleſſing, might in due Time be a Mean of gathering 


others who were ſcattered, and ready to wander 
further from the Banner of Truth. 8 


In Anſwer to their fh Reaſon, it is to be ob- 


ſerved, that in the Proteſt read by the Reverend 


Mr. Thomas Mair, in his own Name, and in Name 


of the other Members of Synod joining him in it; 


the lawful Authority and Power of the Aſſociate 


Synod is declared to be devolved upon, and to ly 
in a conſtitute Meeting; not oy of the Member 

of Synod who had oppoſed the 

on introduced by the ſeparating Brethren, but alſo 
of ſuch other Members as ſhould cleave unto them; 
in a Way of confeſſing what finful Steps and Com- 
pliances they bad fallen into upon that Occafion; 
So that if any of theſe who had been Members of 
the Aſſociate Synod were excluded, it was becauſe 
they excluded themſelves, by burying the Cauſe of 


Truth, and their own Miniſterial Powers along with 


it; and by their Impenitency, perfiſting in this fin- 


ful and moſt offenfive Courſe. And ſufficient Way. 


rant has been ſhown already, and full Proof ven; 
that the Power and Authority of the Synod wag 


devolved upon ſuch Members of Synod, as were en- 
deavouring to ſupport and maintain the Cauſe of > 
Truth, which the prevailing Party were attempting 
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| At- 
mempt, but their own Feet were caught in the Snare 
It is true, what they add, that the Lon p I- 
nus gives no Authority for the Deſtruction of his 
Courts and Work: In vain therefore do they pre- „ 
end, after they have been deſtroying his Work, to WM ;. 
keep his Courts; his Work and his Courts being in- 5. 
ſeparable one from another. And they may learn Wl 
= fromthe Sacred Oraches, that they can have no re- 0 
= gular Acceſs to a Seat in his Courts, till the Scandal Il ,, 
and Offence they have given be purged, for their 23 
& attempting the Deſtruction of his Work and Courts ha 
In Anſwer to their & xh Reaſon ; it may be re- m. 
meembred, that as to the Meeting of the Synod, 4 Ml ( 
peril 10th, it has been proved and made good, that Ml 
chere was no nem Synod, nor any new Conſtitution; ¶ of 
and that it was not ſo much as a new Meering of the 20 
Aſſociate Synod, but another Sederunt of the Meet. / 
ing of the Aſſociate Synod which began April 8th: N y 
It was and is, therefore, the A//orrate Synod, to 
= which Acceſſions were made, for a conſiderable Time 
= bygone, by Miniſters, and others. As to their Way 
= of diſcovering their 'Spleen and bad Temper, in 
= comparing the Aſſociate Synod to Mount Gerizin; 
I ſhall only fay, that this il Enatured Reflection, 
= - _ with their whole yiſionary and imaginary 
Scheme of having themſelves accounted. to be the 
Synod, after they had eſſayed to bury the Conſtitu- 
tion of the Synod, together with theſe Principles 
upon which, and for the Defence of which, the Al- 
ſociate Synod was originally conſtitute, — proceeds 
WW wholly upon a meer begging of tbe Queſtion, and 
= can therefore be of no better Effect, than t0 
enſnare ſome unthinking People, that knew vt 
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They object, in their /evenrh Reaſon, that this. 
y 7 7 ! 3 


re 

Nueeting was call'd ar the Time when, and in 
- Wl the Place where, the Aſlociate Synod were fit= 3 
his ung, regularly conſtitured in the Name of the gl. 
re· Hole Head of the Church. To which it is anſwe- -:. 
to red, that the Meeting of Synod, April 10th, was 
in- dot called till rhar preciſe Point of Time, in 


arm” which the prevailing Party had voted an Allowance 

bor Seceders, to abjure and renounce, by Oath, the 
dal whole Cauſe of Truth, and the whole Teſtimony 
weir” as among the Hands of the Aſſociate Synod ; and 
urts had done this in a Method fo diſorderly; as of itſelf 
MW undermined the Conſtitution of the Court: And it 
re- may well be conſtructed to be the moſt unparallel led 
Confidence, if not much worſe, for Men to pretend 
that chat they remain'd regularly conſtitute, in the Name 
101; of the glorious Head of the Church, and that they 
the BW ated in his infinite and holy Name, in ſuch a di/- 
let. orderly Procedure, and ſuch an awful burying of his 
th: work, Cauſe and Teſtimony. | 1 
, i [ ſhall only further add, upon this Head, that 
"me Wl that Meeting, April gth in the Afternoon, was 
Way Wl ed, as the extraordinary Nature of the Caſe re- 
„ m quired: (tho' not with Prayer by the then Modera- 
%; Wl tor, yet) by a ſalemn Proteſt, inthe Name of all the 
don, Members of the Synod adhering to the Teſtimony 
nary Wl and Cauſe of Chriſt, that the ſaid. Meeting eught 

not to be held a due and /arwfully conſtitutè Meeting 

ſtiu- of che aſſociate Synod- in ht Step : wiz. of ſack 55 
ciples Wl diſorderly Procedure, burying the Cauſe and Te- 
e A- fimony of Chriſt. © And this Proteſt being well 
ceeds founded upon the Word of God, which declares * 3 
| Tat xve can do nothing againſt the Truth but for the, 
010 Truth'; and that We are to contend for the Faiths 
w 00" re are 70 Hold faſt that ow we haue, that no _ | 
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tale our Crown: The Synod was therefore fegalar. WM »»; 
| far ed in the Name of Chriſt, juſt as the ſeparating MW am 
Brethren were proceeding in the awful Work of at- : 


tempting to bury the Teſtimony of Chriſt 5 but in MW wh 
Effect, only burying their own Name and Character. Ser 


Atter which, the Queſtion being put to vote, and MI chr. 


carried to a Reſolution in the affirmative, The Reve- MW mu 
rend Mr. I homas Mair, late Moderator, PRoTEsTrzD con 


in his own Name, and in Name of all the Members Cat 


of Synod then adhering to the Cauſe and Teſti- MW 4 
mony of Chriſt, that the ſaid Members of Synod WW /n 
ought, in Duty to the Lord and his Heritage, to rake MW iy 

wp and exerciſe the Authority and Power of the 10 
aſſociate Synod, lawfully and fully devokved upon dex, 
them ; and for that End, to meet the following Day, any 
being April 1oth, at Ten of the Clock in the For- that 
noon. And this Proteſtation being founded upon the il ed f 
Word of God, particularly the Scriptures above. cited, ¶ abo 
and many others, therefore the Sderunt of Synod nior 
which met April 10th, was thus called in the Name IM here 
and Authority of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, and was WM Bret 
intimate in as regular a Manner, as the Circum- WM ſho; 
ſtances of the Time could poſſibly admit. A 
The ſeparating Brethren, in their 8% Reaſon if read 
have the Confidence to tell us, that no ſinful Thing conf 
was required of the Members of Synod by them. I ful « 
But it would have been a Thing w2oft ſinful and un- tion 
lawful in itſelf, for the Members of Synod to have Bl teſt 
made themſelves Art and Part in the moſt finful IM in tl 

Work they were carrying on, ſo much as by Sience, ot give 

not wirh/zanding them to the Face, in the Manner in Bl i111 

which they were directed to do. When weiſce 4 H vod 

Thief, we are not to conſent with him, no not by drea 

Silence or Connivance, P/al. I. 18. And greater BM mon 

Theft has never been recorded in ſacred or prophane 

Hiſtory, than for Men at orce to betray and give 1 
: d 
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. nit the whole 

among their Hands, 5 Be. 
it. They altogether miſrepreſent Matter of Fat, 
in when they pretend to tell us in this Rea/on, that the "i 
rs. Separation was made, becauſe the ſeparating Bre- 

thren would not ſubmit unto a new Term of Com- 
ve- W munion, that is, according to them the A 1746, 
£D WW concerning the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgefs : 
ers WW Caths. But they may know, That however tge 
ſti. 47 1746, was a Term of Communion, in the - 
od ſame Senſe as any other Act of Synod which juſt- 8 
ae Wl iy determines any open Practice to be openly. 

fnful Yet the aſſociate Synod ſhewed, all Tꝝꝛ— 
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don derneſs to the proteſting Brethren, and never made 
ay, WW any the leaſt Step towards driving Matters upon 
de- that Point: And they well know, that it proceed- 
the ed from themſelves that ſo much Noiſe was made 
ed, about the 4 1746, being a Term of Commu- 
nod nion. And the Sparation which rhey talk of 
here, did never take Place, till zhey, the ſeparating 
Brethren, had given up with the Cauſe, as has been 
ſhown above. 7 "op 
As to the gth Reaſon, It has been anſwered al- 
ready: For altho* the Synod April 8th was lawfully 
conſtitute, and likewiſe' Abril gth, until that aw 
ful Step was taken, againſt which the ſecond Proteſta- 
ion was entred, by which it was declared and pro- 
teſted, That they were not a Meeting ny conſtiruts 
in that Step; yet it will not follow, for the Reaſons 
giren, as above, that the ſeparating Brethren could 
ſtill be held or repute Members of the aſſociate Se 
nod law fully conſtitute, after they had made tha 
dreadful Step, in fo attempting to bury the Teſti. 
mony and Principles upon which the aſſociate Synod © 
Was conſtitute ;5— and thus had denuded themielves 
of all their Miniſterial Powers, as to any Title to a 


- 4 « * Fu 
| 
141 * 4 

o * 
| 
- 


| CG 2 pre- 


9 A 
3 
7” 7 TIES . L ag £ — * n * R 22 * . 25 2 
; 2 * 55 7 : . =o 2 * * 3 » . " . * R 2 — "a. 8 27 FS 2 
_— CR i Wers c , 7 CRE 27 I's, 1 z 3 * 1 , 5 
N * 7 3 Io F 7. 4 N So , 9 3 % * "A+ „ 5 1 3 e 8 
s + * 54 ? * 8 . 1 1 2 ©" 0 - 8475 £ * N * * 7 7 * ” * ark. 3 #38 Ba R. 
; 1 „„ \ : 1 * wth ; F 2223 7 rr 


5 © 3+ <4. Be 
* 


: % 3 > j " 
; . „ — 1 , HE tt . 7 
14 
£ 
j 
! 
| 


©” . 

It is altogether unneceſſary to ſpend Time, in 
= noticing what they advance to no Purpoſe, that no- 
=. thing was done anent the 24 Yore but what was 


* 


was indeed enacted in their f7/t Reſolution, as has 


= that their 2d Ręſolution which they voted afterwards, 
and which ſo deeply affected the whole Cauſe, was 
properly a bad Purpoſe and Deſizn, until it was exe- 
cuted and fulfilled in voting their 2d Reſolution: 
And all the World knows, there is a great Difference 
betwixt a bad Purpofe and Deſign, and the actual 
Execution thereof. Thus, the Proteſtation does not 
declare the Meeting of the Synod unlawful, until 
that very Point of Time in which the ſeparating 
Brethren were making it unlawful, as to themſelves, 
by their ſinful and d Conduct, in burying 

the Cauſe and Teſtimony for Truth. | 
Altho' the Brother who entred the 24 Protefia- 
lion, never ſaid or thought, that every unlawful Act 
of a Court lawfully conſtituted doth render that Court 
unlawful in its Conſtitution; yet no doubt both he and 
every confidering Perſon will be of Opinion, that 4 
Deed generally renouncing and giving up withthePrin- 
ciples and Teſtimony for Truth upon which the Court 
Vas conſtitute, and that in a Way of ſuch Diſorder, 
as took Place, muſt in the Nature of the Thing, be 
a ſubverting of the Conſtitution of the Court, with 
Reſpe& unto the Perſons involving themſelves in a 
Conduct ſo finful and diſorderly, and a plain de. 
ning themſelves from any Seat or Place in 5 


- 


preſent Vxcerciſe of them; and thereſore, all that 
=, follows in this Reaſon, ſtands in no Need of any 
= further Confideration, but is fully anſwered as a- 


| agreeable to the firſt, For, tho' ſomething very bad 


been ſhoun in the Vindication; yet it muſt be ound, 
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that W Court, until their Scandal and Offence. is regularly. © 
any MW purged. After what has been advanced, it is hope!“ 
$23- WM they will no more pretend, that it has not ben 
| ſhown them at whar Time the Synod changed, and © 
in became of lawful, unlawfl, in its Conſtetution. + 
no- In Anſwer to their 1074 Reaſon, I remit the Reader. A 
was MW to the Synod's 4s and Proceedings, and to the * 
bad Vindication; where the heavy Charges laid agaz 1 

has the ſeparating Brethren, and upon which the 8y 
n'd, Act proceeds, find ing that they ha ve fallen fram al! 
rds, M Right and Title unto the Keys of the Kingdom of 
was W Heaven as to any preſent actual Exerciſe thereof, are 
exe- fully proven and made good againſt tyem. The 
ion: were therefore quite out in their Meaſures, in Planar | _ 
nice M ing the Synod's Ry againſt them, before te 
tual World, in ſuch full Terms, when each Article of Þ 
not the Charge is proved againſt them: And when in 
otil WM the mean Time, in what they advance upon this their 
ting W pretended Reaſon, they only betake themſelves to 
ves, W the vain Shift, of cal ng the Articles of Charge 
ying made good againſt them by the Name of ratling 1 

Expreſſions. And at this Rate, no doubt with great 

72 Eaſe, they may anſwer every Argument, how ſolid 
Act ſoever it may be, that ſhall be advanced againſt 
ourt them. | . | „ 
and In Anſwer to their 117% Reaſon, it may be noticed, 
at a that the ſeparating Brethren quite miſrepreſent tage 
rin- State of the Queſtion, when they pretend that tage 
our W Members of Synod, by their Proteſtations againſt i 
der, the Torrent of Dete&ion introduced by them in the 
be two Reſolutions voted by them, made themſelves - 4 
rich directly and immediately Parties. They may eaſilx 
n 2 ſee, that, in the ſecond Proteſtation, the Members 
rr, of Synod then adhering to the Cauſe and Teſti: 
h 2 mony, proreſted, that that Meeting in which the 
urt, prevailing Party were proceeding to the awful Work xk 
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* geh whole Tellimony, 'was tot, ip th 
Koep co be held and Repute a due and Jawfully Con- 
ine Meeting of the aſſociate Synod. It has been 
hon, that in that Step the ſeparating Brethren 
=. winged the Conſtitution, as to themſelves, and az 
= to any preſent Intereſt in or any Claim they could 
= preſently make unto a Seat in the {aid aſſociate 
= Synod: They had not, therefore, the leaſt Ground 
= to expect, that any Reaſons of ſuch a 'Proteſtation 
could poſſibly be given in 20 them, or that any An- 
auer from them was to be waited for; in regard, 
that it was expreſly declared in this Proteſtatic. 
that when going on to the burying of the Cauſe and 
Teſtimony in their 24 Ręſolution, they were by no 
Means, In that Step, a Meeting of the aſſociate Synod 
duely Conſtitute : And thus, the ſeparating Brethren, by 
„having, in the Nature of the Thing, buried their 85 
= own Miniſterial Powers, in their Attempt at bury- ot 
ing the Cauſe of Truth; they could be no more ſti 
= held or reputed preſent actual Members of the th 
saſſociate Synod; intituled to have the Proteſtatiom of 
ſubjected to their Judgment; but the Cauſe of, the ti 
Proteſtations became the publick Cauſe in the Hands al 
of the Synod, inſtead of being the . ptr/onal Cauſe me 
of ſome againſt the 8y not. 5 
It is evident from what has been formerly ſhown, in 
PP that there was no eu Yynod, nor any nerv Conſti- or: 
ution of the aſſociate Synod; which met April 10th ; 
aud this being the /ale and only offocare Synod, they 
= behaved of Right to be the /ale Judges, as to the 
= Anſwers to the Proteſt taken againſt the Deciſion - 
= 1746 and as to all the ſinful and unreaſonable, 
= attacks which had been made upon the Teſtimony, 
in the Reſolutions voted by the 5 Brethren, 
or any other Way whatſoever. The Members 


were better directed, than to take ſuch a 
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ek dnd Pente Cour, as the epeiiſng Bi 
dere wiſh for'y ens, eee, 


were ruſhing on to that awful Work of burying 
the Cauſe of Truth: They ſtood under the Banner 


Cauſe of Truth, of the affociate Synod Con 
ſtitute for the Support of {aid Cauſe, and of the 
Conſtitution of the Synod. — in that Period of 
Time when the ſeparating Brethren were attempti 

to bury the ſame, by voting their 24 Ręſolution: 
And by their /aſt Proteſtation, read and pronounced 
by the Reverend Mr. Mair, laſt Moderator of the 
Synod, in his own Name and in Name of all the 


of the witneſſing $yno | 
tion and Holding, its lawful Authority and Power, 


and conſtitute with Prayer, upon the roth of 5 0 , 
wn, in the very ſame Manner as upon the 8th of April 
ott- or at any ＋ | 

th ; fince their firſt Conſtitution, 


diFory Oaths, and in allowing an Abjurarion, of 4 
nony as among the Hands of the witnefling Synod 
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witneſſing for the Cauſe of Truth. No, they e 
their leave of them fairly and candidly, when they 


of their Proteſtations, in an Agreeableneſs to the Word, 
as has been ſhown above; keeping hold of the 


other Members of Synod then adhering to the Te- 

ſtimony, they did cleave to and carried with them 

the 2vhole Cauſe e, as among the Hands 
z together with its Caſtitu. 


all which are 400 arable from the Cauſe and Teftis 
mony itſelf. And thus the Ain Syd ny 
7 


ime: when the Aſſociate Synod did meet,” : 
Finally, In anſwer to their 12th Reaſon, they are 
challenged to give a clear and diſtinct Account how u 
they can juſtify their Procedure, in defending contra- 
Renunciation by Oath, of the whole Cauſe and Tei. 
how they can juſtify this by the Scriptures of Truth, 


the Cohfeſſion of Faith, and Albis of former Genera! 
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I have given as above; in regard that I expect ther 
Conduct in this and other particulars, in their pretended 
Act, will be more fully animadverted upon by another 


Hand. 2 
Fons they make to any remaining Title or Right to the 


 Male-adminiſtration fallen from all Right and Title to the 
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ſemblies. This is indeed the State of the Queſtion; as fy 
the -- qevji Brethren. They have proven nothing 
whatſoever, by their twelve pretended Reaſons, a8 ig 
evident from what has been ſaid. They have the Con- 
fidence, I acknowledge, to beg the Mueſtion all along; 

that is, to beg and intreat that every Body may be | 
pleaſed to believe, that after the finſul Part they have 
acted, they are ſtill, notwithſtanding, the Aſſociate Sy- 
nod; and that they will be, ſo good, as to take their 
bare Word for it, without the leaſt Shadow of any 
Proof whatſoever : But until they attempt to prove the 
Queſtion as I have juſtly ſtated it above, it is altogether 
unneceſſary for me to ſay any Thing further, as to 
what follows, in their pretended zwelf:h Reaſon ; as if 
the holy Scriptures, the Confeſſion of Faith, and Ack, 
of former General Aſſeinblies, gave Countenance to 
their ſinful, abſurd, and irrational Conduct. It were 
very eaſy to ſhew, that every Scripture they have ad- 
duced, is utterly perverted and abuſed by them; and 
that every Thing elſe which is advanced by them, from 
the Confeſſion of Faith, and Acts of Aſſembly, is quite 
beſide the Purpoſe : But J thall reſt in the general Hint 


Upon the whole, It has been ſhown, that the Preten- 


preſent attual Exerciſe of the Keys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, are vain and groundleis. And it remains a Cer- 
tain Truth, as it has been proved in the Vindication, that 
the Sentence of the Aſſociate Synod, FINDING, that 
the Miniſters and Elders preſently in a Way of ſepart- 
ting from the ſaid Synod, have themſelves, by theilt 


preſent actual Exerciſe of the Keys of the Kingdom ot 
Heaven, until they be ſenfible of the Sinfulneſsof theit 
Conduct, acknowledge the ſame to the Glory of God, 
and return unto their Duty to him. — is 2 Sentente 
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warrantable and well founded. N 
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